
Elementary Idea of FORTRAN 

FORTRAN, short for FORmula TRANslation, is one of the oldest high-level programming 

languages designed specifically for scientific and engineering computations. Developed in 

the 1950s by a team led by John Backus at IBM, it remains a foundational tool for numerical 

computing due to its simplicity, efficiency, and the ability to handle mathematical and 

statistical tasks. 

 

Origin and Purpose 

FORTRAN was developed to bridge the gap between human thought and machine language, 

offering scientists and engineers an easier way to write programs. Before FORTRAN, 

programs were written in machine or assembly language, which was both error-prone and 

time-consuming. By introducing a high-level language with a focus on mathematical 

expressions, FORTRAN simplified programming for numerical and scientific calculations. 

 

Key Features of FORTRAN 

1. Simplicity in Syntax: 

FORTRAN's syntax is straightforward and reflects mathematical notation, making it 

easy for scientists and engineers to learn and use. Statements are structured in a way 

that closely resembles algebraic equations, which simplifies coding complex 

mathematical models. 

2. Efficient Numerical Computation: 

FORTRAN excels at numerical calculations, offering robust support for operations on 

large datasets, arrays, and matrices. Its design emphasizes computational efficiency, a 

key requirement for scientific applications. 

3. Portability: 

FORTRAN programs can be compiled and run on various computer architectures with 

minimal changes, making it a versatile choice for cross-platform applications. 

4. Support for Arrays and Loops: 

FORTRAN provides native support for arrays and efficient looping structures, which 

are essential for handling large-scale computations. 

5. Library Support: 

The language has a rich ecosystem of libraries for specialized mathematical functions, 

which extends its capabilities for solving complex problems in physics, chemistry, 

and engineering. 

 

Versions of FORTRAN 

FORTRAN has evolved significantly since its initial release in 1957. Early versions like 

FORTRAN I were primitive, offering basic functionality for mathematical expressions. Over 

time, updates introduced more sophisticated features: 



• FORTRAN IV (1962): Introduced structured programming elements. 

• FORTRAN 77: Added better support for character data and control structures. 

• FORTRAN 90/95: Brought modern programming constructs like recursion, dynamic 

memory allocation, and modules. 

• FORTRAN 2003/2008: Integrated object-oriented programming features, making the 

language more versatile. 

• FORTRAN 2018: Further enhanced parallel processing and interoperability with 

other languages. 

 

Applications of FORTRAN 

FORTRAN is widely used in domains requiring intensive numerical computation, such as: 

1. Weather Prediction: FORTRAN powers complex meteorological models for 

forecasting. 

2. Finite Element Analysis: Engineers use FORTRAN in structural analysis and design. 

3. Computational Fluid Dynamics (CFD): It supports simulations of fluid flow and 

heat transfer. 

4. Astronomy and Astrophysics: Researchers rely on FORTRAN for simulating 

celestial dynamics and solving astrophysical equations. 

 

Modern Relevance 

While newer programming languages like Python and MATLAB offer user-friendly 

environments, FORTRAN remains irreplaceable in legacy systems and high-performance 

computing (HPC). Its unparalleled execution speed and mature compilers make it a trusted 

choice for supercomputers and specialized applications. 

 


